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The 

Church Chimes 

Saved by grace alone, through Christ alone, we 

love God, love others, and share the Gospel. 

From Our Pastor 

H ow Should We Then Live? 
 

It seems like a week doesn’t pass before we hear about an attempted or actual mass shooting.  What are we to make of 

the age in which we live?  If you think that our age is different than past ages, I believe you are right.  
 

Do you remember the church shooting in Sutherland Texas in November 2017?  I do, as well as about a dozen oth-

ers.  Stephen Willeford was the private citizen who confronted the shooter and engaged him in a gun battle.   As 

Willeford approached the church, he yelled, “Hey!” as loud as he could.  The shooter stopped shooting and went out-

side to see who was yelling at him.  Upon reflection of that terrible day Willeford made this statement.  “It was the Ho-

ly Spirit calling the demon out of the church.”  He has also described that day as a battle between good and evil.  
 

How is it that we have gotten to this place?  I for one am a firm believer that it is too easy to completely blame mental 

illness for these acts of violence.  It certainly has an impact.  However, the deeper problem is a moral one.  Since the 

end of the Second World War, Western thought and culture have been in a steady decline.  It has become more and 

more decadent and corrupt.  1969, “the Summer of Love,” the year of Woodstock, the same year many felt we could 

enter a new age of peace, love and enlightenment without the conservative restraints of Christianity.  It was also the 

year of Charles Manson and the Tate-LaBianca murders.  A dark cloud formed over the summer of love as if to demon-

strate to us that only in a relationship to God could any group of people find safety.     
 

I could wax lyrical about the shortcomings of the philosophies of the 1960’s.  Some, like the clothing styles, 

seem quaintly out of place, even silly to us today.  However, the basic hedonistic philosophy of that age has come to full 

fruit in our decade, the two thousand teens!  I can’t say we weren’t warned.  Allan Bloom sounded the alarm in his 

book, The Closing of the American Mind, and so did Robert Bork in his book, Slouching Toward Gomor-

rah (1996).  The latter title has proved to be particularly prescient.  One thing that can be agreed upon by those who 

embrace the “philosophy” of the 1960’s is that there are absolutely no absolutes.  “There are different strokes for dif-

ferent folks,” and no one can or should say any of these strokes are lacking in virtue.  I hope the shortcomings of this 

basic “philosophy” are clear.  
 

One might say that, when taking into consideration this relativistic thrust in our culture, “we’ve been there and done 

that.”  This happened to the western Roman empire just before it fell.  This philosophy has always brought misery and 

waste in its wake.  This is the value of our church taking time to read through the book, How Should We Then Live? by 

Francis Schaeffer.  Schaeffer, in a scraggly beard and long hair, wears the garb of the 1960’s.  However, his voice is more 

like that of Christmas Future than that of Christmas Past.  What a person thinks has consequences!  The philosophy we 

embrace has practical consequences for us, consequences which can be both good or evil.  
 

Schaeffer helps us to understand the current cultural drift and equips us with tools to understand what is going on 

around us, and how we can make a difference, how we can live for the good and make a stand against evil.  The Bible 

says, “Those who honor me, I will honor.”  (1 Sam. 2:30 NIV).  No matter the age, God will bless all who honor Him.  I 

urge you to take the time to get involved with a small group take in as much of this series as possible.  You will be 

greatly blessed!   



 

Small Group Campaign Begins September 15th 

September 15th marks the kickoff of PCEPC's annual church-wide small group cam-

paign!  The purpose of our yearly campaign is to provide an opportunity for unified 

study and mutual growth while deepening our relationships as a congregation.  This 

year's effort will focus on the 10 week series 'How Should We Then Live' by Dr. Fran-

cis Schaeffer.  'How Shall We Then Live' is a broad review of our history, contempo-

rary culture and why/how we are where we are, all the while offering up the Christian 

worldview as the only alternative and remedy.  Produced in the late seventies, 

Schaeffer's series is as relevant to our contemporary circumstances as it was 

then.  We hope you'll join us in this fascinating cultural review as we grow closer to 

one another through discussion and prayer. 

Available Small Groups 

Sunday Morning   9:30 a.m. to 10:45 a.m.  Pre Kitchen Area Denny Hutchison 

Wednesday Afternoon  12:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.  Church Office  Carl Maronde 

Thursday Evening  6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  Church Office  Cyndi Taylor 

Friday Evening   7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  Church Office  Doug Brandt 

The loss of a loved one affects us physically, mentally, 

and spiritually. People need to grieve in order to heal. 

While grieving requires a great deal of effort and ener-

gy, the support gained from others who have endured 

a similar loss is invaluable.  

Canonsburg Hospital through its pastoral care depart-

ment* is offering a grief and loss support group, fol-

lowed by a grief and loss dinner. 

* Our chaplain is available for private appointments. 

Support Group Meetings 

Wednesdays from September 4 through October 9 

Canonsburg Hospital McNary Conference Center 

6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 

Grief and Loss Dinner 

Wednesday, October 16  

Canonsburg Hospital McNary Conference Center  

6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

RSVP for the dinner by Monday, October 14 by calling 

724-745-6100 extension 4118 

Grief and Loss Support Group 

Join us for a free bereavement dinner and ongoing support group 

Inquirers’ Class Starts September 22 

If you are interested in learning more about becoming a member of Peters Creek Evangelical Presbyterian Church, we 

welcome you to attend our Inquirers’ Class that will be starting up on Sunday, September 22.  This class will consist of 

4 weekly sessions to explore the theology of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church and the goals and organization of 

Peters Creek as well as expectations of membership at Peters Creek.  Anyone interested in discovering more about 

membership at Peters Creek is encouraged to sign up for this class by contacting the church office at 724-941-6210. 



Children’s Ministry News 
September 2019 

 

On Sundays:   
 
Sunday School has begun for the 2019/20 school year at PCEPC! 

Our teachers are the following: Lynn Hutchison and Scott Maronde in 

the Preschool Class; Sandy McMurray, Nancy Maronde, and Katie Brandt 

in the K-2 Class; and Dianne Keller and myself in the Grades 3 – 6 Class. The older elementary class is our strongest 

class this year, with 9 children! 

 

Children’s Church is meeting continuously, as always --and of course, Childcare during both the 9:45 hour (as 

of Sept 8), and during the 11 am worship hour, is always provided! Our Nursery Caregiver Team sadly lost 

Ethan Campion this year after several years of faithful service, due to his being increasingly busy as the college junior (!) 

that he now is! We’ve been very blessed to have had him on the team! We do love the remaining team, too: Tori 

Maentz, Julia McKenney, and Alli Neas (for more about each, read their bios on our website!)! 
 

Special Events:  

 

Since September 8 marked the beginning of PCEPC’s Sunday 

School Year 2019/20, our three children’s Sunday School Classes 

(Preschool, K-2, and Grades 3-6) met in their respective classrooms -- 

but instead of for lessons, we met over snacks and games. The morning 

went by like a flash! 





After worship, we enjoyed a tremendous meal, and Children’s Games (for all ages!) during our All Church 
Picnic at Elm Grove Park – THANK YOU, FELLOWSHIP TEAM!!  

Coming Up Next: 

On KickOff Sunday, Music Director Eric Beeko began rehearsing a happy and 

exciting praise song with the children who were ready to join the Children’s 

Choir once again! 10 children made it to the first practice! 

Upcoming rehearsals will take place before Sunday School (9:30 – 10 a.m.) on 

September 15 and 22; and in lieu of Sunday School on September 

29! The children will then sing in worship on September 29.  

….Please remember to check out events and announcements related to our Church Family from time to time on our 

church’s Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/Peters-Creek-Evangelical-Presbyterian-Church-

111659865538568/ ), and also on our church website (www.peterscreekchurch.org)! (If you go on our Fa-

cebook page, please consider giving it a good rating! ) 

…THANK YOU, dear Church Family, for your support of PCEPC’s Children’s Ministry!!  

Please contact me with any concerns, questions, or suggestions your may have!   
 

Yours, in Him,    

 Katie Brandt  

katie@peterscreekchurch.org 

626-807-3784 (c) 

https://www.facebook.com/Peters-Creek-Evangelical-Presbyterian-Church-111659865538568/
https://www.facebook.com/Peters-Creek-Evangelical-Presbyterian-Church-111659865538568/
http://www.peterscreekchurch.org
mailto:katie@peterscreekchurch.org


Fellowship, food & fun 

CHURCH PICNIC 

September 8, 2019 



Let the 

games  

begin 

Egg Toss Winners  

Carl & Melissa Maronde 



 

Publication Deadlines 

Articles for the Church Chimes and 

announcements for the bulletin should be 

submitted in electronic format. 

 

Submissions for the Chimes are due no later 

than noon on the 15th of each month for the 

following month’s edition. 

 

Sunday Bulletin Submissions are due no later 

than noon each Wednesday. 

 

 

Peters Creek Evangelical  

Presbyterian Church 

A Congregation of the  

Evangelical Presbyterian Church 

608 E. McMurray Road, Suite 201 

McMurray, PA 15367 

724-941-6210  

Church Staff 
 

Doug Brandt 

   Senior Minister 

   doug@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Eric Beeko 

   Director of Music and Worship 

   eric@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Katie Brandt 

   Director of Children’s Ministry 

   katie@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Marion Maentz 

   Director of Youth Ministry 

   marion@peterscreekchurch.org 

 

Cyndi Taylor 

   Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper 

   cyndi@peterscreekchurch.org 

September Men’s Breakfast 

All men are invited to join us for breakfast on the second Saturday of each 

month at the Bob Evans in Peters at 9:00 a.m. Our next Men’s Breakfast is 

this Saturday, August 14th. We hope you will join us! 

The Faith in Action program provides a volunteer based 

support service to our neighbors who are older or who 

have disabilities.   

Volunteers help in many ways, from providing transporta-

tion, or running errands to doing light housework or help-

ing with office work. 

Washington County has one of the most elderly popula-

tions in Pennsylvania and in the nation.   Many more volunteers are need-

ed. If you would like to volunteer, call 724-223-5115 .  Robin Matthews 

(FIA Director) would be happy to answer your questions. You can make 

this fit your schedule!   Volunteers can receive training on issues relevant 

to older adults and persons with disabilities.  Faith in Action is funded to-

tally through donations so our church is eager to help!  Please mark your 

giving envelopes September MOM or Faith in Action. 

Mission of the Month 

Faith in Action 

SEPTEMBER 

Prayer Vigil Monday, September 16th 
 

On Tuesday, October 1st the judge in Washington County has asked 

both sides to meet with a mediator.  If that is unsuccessful the judge will 

immediately go to a court hearing on October 2nd to rule on our court 

case. 
 

Lets once again ask for God’s people at PCEPC to pray and ask Him to 

bring an end to this conflict.  We will be having a Prayer Vigil for our 

upcoming mediation and court hearing on Monday, September 16th in St. 

David’s Sanctuary from 4 p.m. until 8 p.m.  We are asking individuals to 

pray for one hour during the vigil.  We will supply you with suggestions 

as to how to use each minute of your hour of prayer.  Please sign up for 

an hour on the sheet in back of Parish Hall, or in CCB.  If you do not get 

a chance to sign up you are welcome to come any hour that evening. 


